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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Elections BC

Elections BC is a non-partisan, independent Office of the Legislature that runs provincial elections. 
Visit the Elections BC website to find free resources to help people learn about elections and 
voting, including lesson plans and videos: elections.bc.ca. If you have any questions, feedback 
or suggestions about the Democracy in a Box Kit or our other resources, contact Elections BC at 
outreach@elections.bc.ca.

CIVIX

CIVIX is a national charity that works with educators to deliver experiential learning programs to help 
young Canadians practice the skills and habits of active and informed citizenship. CIVIX programming 
focuses on elections, government budgets, elected representatives and information literacy in the 
digital age. Visit CIVIX’s website for information: www.civix.ca.

Parliamentary Education Office

Visit the Legislative Assembly website (www.leg.bc.ca) to find free programs and resources about 
parliamentary democracy. For example:

• Learning Resources and Lesson Plans

• Educational Program and Workshops

• Visiting the Legislature in-person or virtually

Royal BC Museum

The Royal BC Museum collects artifacts and specimens of British Columbia’s natural and human 
history, safeguarding them for the future and sharing them with the world. The Royal BC Museum 
developed an outreach kit in partnership with Elections BC. The kit is called Having a Voice: Voting 
Rights and Democracy in BC. Schools and organizations in B.C. can borrow the kit at no charge, 
including free shipping. Visit the museum’s website for details: www.royalbcmuseum.bc.ca/outreach.

Links

1. Videos and other educational resources about elections and voting: elections.bc.ca/videos

2. Provincial Maps: elections.bc.ca/maps

3. Resources about the Legislative Assembly, including activity sheets, lesson plans and more:  
   www.leg.bc.ca/learn-about-us/learning-resources
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GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Advance Voting 
An opportunity to vote before election day. Advance voting is held between 8 a.m. and 8 
p.m. over six consecutive days before election day.

Autocratic

A decision-making model where one person decides for the group.

Ballot

A piece of paper used by voters to mark their choice in an election.

Ballot Box

The container for marked ballots.

British Columbia Election Act

The law governing provincial elections in British Columbia.

By-election

An election held between general elections to fill an empty seat in the Legislative Assembly. 
When a Member of the Legislative Assembly resigns, is disqualified from sitting, dies, or is 
successfully recalled, a by-election is held. 

Campaign Period 

The period between when an election is called and the close of voting on election day. 

Candidate

A person running for public office.

Chief Electoral Officer

The non-partisan, independent official who oversees provincial elections in British 
Columbia.

Consensus

A decision-making model where the group members discuss options and everyone must 
come to an agreement to support a decision in the best interests of the entire group.

Democratic

A decision-making model where everyone in the group has a say or a vote, and the final 
decision is determined by what is most popular.
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District Electoral Officer

The person appointed by the Chief Electoral Officer to run an election in an 
electoral district.

Election

A process through which voters choose who will serve as a Member of the 
Legislative Assembly.

Election Day

The day when an election is held. It is usually the 28th day after an election is 
called. Many voters vote on election day. However, there are several ways to vote 
in a provincial election before election day. For example, voters can vote during 
advance voting, at a district electoral office or by mail.

Election Officials

People hired to run the election. This includes district electoral officers, voting 
officers, voting clerks and information officers.

Elections BC

The non-partisan, independent Office of the Legislature responsible for 
administering provincial elections in British Columbia. 

Electoral District

A geographic area represented by a single Member of the 
Legislative Assembly (MLA). 

General Election

Elections called on the same day for all electoral districts to elect all Members of 
the Legislative Assembly.

Information Officer

An election official who welcomes voters and tells them where to go at 
a voting place.

Legislative Assembly

The lawmaking body of British Columbia, consisting of all the elected Members 
of the Legislative Assembly. The primary role of the Legislative Assembly is to 
make laws, approve finances, and scrutinize the government.

Legislature

The formal name for the body that makes provincial laws. It includes the 
Lieutenant Governor and the Legislative Assembly. In addition, this term is 
commonly used to refer to the Parliament Buildings. 
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Lieutenant Governor

The appointed official who represents the Queen in British Columbia. Along 
with other formal powers, the Lieutenant Governor can dissolve the Legislative 
Assembly and order a general election.

List of Future Voters 

A list of eligible 16 and 17-year-olds who will be automatically added to the 
Provincial Voters List when they turn 18.

Member of the Legislative Assembly

A person elected to represent an electoral district in the Legislative Assembly.

MLA

The abbreviation for Member of the Legislative Assembly.

Nomination Period

The period when a person can be nominated as a candidate in an election.

Parliament Buildings

The buildings housing the Legislative Chamber, the offices of Members of the 
Legislative Assembly and their staff, and the Legislative Library. The current 
buildings are located in Victoria, British Columbia.

Political Party

An organization that nominates and supports candidates running in an election.

Premier

The leader of the governing party and head of the provincial government.

Provincial Voters List

A list that contains the names and addresses of registered voters. The list is 
used to administer provincial elections. 

Rejected Ballot

A ballot marked in a way that can’t be counted. This includes ballots that are 
blank, marked for more than one candidate, or marked in a way that could 
identify the voter. 

Scrutineer

A candidate representative at the voting place. A scrutineer watches voting to 
make sure everyone follows the rules. They also watch the ballot counting to 
make sure it is consistent and fair.
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Spoiled Ballot

A ballot that a voter marked improperly by mistake. Spoiled ballots are not 
counted and the voter can exchange the spoiled ballot for a new one.

Valid Ballot

A ballot that is properly marked and counted.

Voter

A person who can vote in an election. In British Columbia, this includes any 
Canadian citizen who is 18 years or older and a resident of British Columbia 
for the six months before election day.

Voters List

See Provincial Voters List.

Voting Book

A book that contains a record of who voted at a specific voting station or 
voting opportunity.

Voting Clerk

An election official who helps the Voting Officer.

Voting Officer

An election official who conducts the vote at a particular voting station.

Voting Place

A place where voters vote.

Voting Screen

A screen in a voting place where voters go to mark their ballot in private.

Voting Station

A table in a voting place with a Voting Officer, a Voting Clerk and a ballot box.

Writ of Election

The official document signed by the Chief Electoral Officer and the Lieutenant 
Governor that directs a district electoral officer to conduct an election in their 
electoral district.
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STEPS OF THE PROVINCIAL ELECTION PROCESS

1.  Dissolution: Dissolution is the process of stopping business in the Legislative 
Assembly in order to prepare for an election. First, the Premier asks the Lieutenant 
Governor (the Queen’s representative in B.C.) to dissolve Parliament. Then, the 
Lieutenant Governor tells the Chief Electoral Officer to issue the writs of election. The 
writs of election are official documents signed by the Chief Electoral Officer and the 
Lieutenant Governor directing district electoral officers to hold elections in their districts. 
Once the Chief Electoral Officer issues the writs, the election is underway. 

2.  Nomination: Political parties nominate candidates to run in an election. A candidate 
can also run as an independent, meaning they are not with a political party. For 
information about how to be nominated as a candidate, visit: 
elections.bc.ca/candidates.

3.  Campaigning: Once the election is called, a 28-day campaign period begins. During 
the campaign, parties and candidates try to convince voters that they are the best 
party or person for the job. For example, they tell people about their goals and ideas, 
participate in debates with candidates from other political parties, and go door-to-door 
in their electoral district to talk to voters.

4.  Voting: Voting allows citizens to have a say in who will represent them and what their 
future will look like. People may vote in a provincial election if they are:

a. a Canadian citizen,

b. 18 years or older on election day, and

c. a resident of B.C. for the past six months.

  Before voting, people must register to vote. They can do this when they vote, but it is 
best to do it beforehand. People who are registered to vote will receive a Where to Vote 
card in the mail when an election is called. The card contains important information 
about when and where to vote.

5.  Counting and Results: Once voting closes on election night, election officials count 
the ballots to find out who won. They record the number of votes for each candidate 
on a Statement of Votes. The results are announced and published on Elections BC’s 
website as they become available. These results are shared by media outlets, such as 
TV stations and newspapers, and on social media. 

6.  Parliament Resumes: Once the results are announced, British Columbians learn who 
their government will be. The candidate who receives the most votes in their electoral 
district becomes their Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA) and represents them 
in the Legislative Assembly. The political party that has the most MLAs usually forms 
the government, and the leader of that party becomes the Premier.
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CANDIDATE NOMINATION APPLICATIONS FOR ACTIVITY 1: MOCK 
ELECTION

Candidate Nomination Application

1. What is your full name? 

2. What name do you want on the ballot?

3.  What political party do you represent? If none, write “independent”. 

4. Your signature:

5. Nominator’s signature (a person that supports you running as a candidate): 

Candidate Nomination Application

1. What is your full name? 

2. What name do you want on the ballot?

3.  What political party do you represent? If none, write “independent”. 

4. Your signature:

5. Nominator’s signature (a person that supports you running as a candidate): 
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VOTERS LIST FOR ACTIVITY 1: MOCK ELECTION

The Voters List contains the names of the participants who will be voting in the mock election. When the 
voter goes to the voting station, the Voting Clerk asks the voter to sign beside their name on the Voters 
List. This lets the election officials know who has voted already.

By signing below, you confirm that you are allowed to vote, you have not voted yet in this election and 
you will not vote again in this election.

Number Name of Voter Signature of Voter

1.  

2.   

3.   

4.  

5.  

6.  

7.  

8.  

9.  

10.  

11.  

12.  

13.  

14.  

15.  

16.  

17.  

18.  



10

By signing below, you confirm that you are allowed to vote, you have not voted yet in this election and 
you will not vote again in this election.

Number Name of Voter Signature of Voter

19.  

20.  

21.  

22.  

23.  

24.  

25.  

26.  

27.  

28.  

29.  

30.  
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ROLE CARDS FOR ACTIVITY 1: MOCK ELECTION

Information Officer

• Stand by the door. You are the first person that voters see when they arrive.

• Open the door when voting starts. 

• Say hello to voters and tell them where to line up. 

• Answer questions you receive from voters.

• Close the doors when voting is finished.

Voting Officer

• Sit next to the Voting Clerk.

• After the voter signs their name in the Voters List, give them a ballot.

•  Tell the voter to go behind the voting screen and mark the ballot with an ‘x’ or 
checkmark. Make sure the voter puts the ballot in the ballot box after they vote.

• After everyone has voted, count the ballots.

 »  Unfold the ballots one by one and call out the name of the candidate that the 
voter chose on the ballot so the Voting Clerk can record it on the Tally Sheet.

 » Place the counted ballots for each candidate in separate piles. 

 »  Make sure that the number of votes that the Voting Clerk recorded on the 
Tally Sheet matches the number of ballots in each pile. 

• Announce the results to the group.
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ROLE CARDS FOR ACTIVITY 1: MOCK ELECTION

Voting Clerk

• Sit next to the Voting Officer.

•  When a voter comes to the table, ask them their name. Find the voter’s name on the 
Voters List and ask the voter to sign beside their name. They can only vote once. 

• After everyone has voted, help the Voting Officer count the ballots.

 »  Fill in the Tally Sheet: When the Voting Officer unfolds the ballots and calls out the 
name of the chosen candidate, mark a box (with an ‘x’ or a checkmark) under the 
name of the candidate who received the vote.

 »  After all the votes are counted, fill in the Statement of Votes with the names of the 
candidates and the number of votes each one received. 

Scrutineer

• Before the voting place opens:

 » Look in the ballot box to make sure it is empty.

 » Look behind the voting screen to make sure there is a pencil there.

•  Sit a few metres away from the tables so voters do not think you are an election 
official and to make sure voters have privacy while they vote.

•  Observe the voting process to make sure the voters and election officials follow 
the rules.

•  Watch the Voting Officer and Voting Clerk count the ballots to make sure they are 
consistent and fair. If you think they made a mistake, tell them your concern. The 
Voting Officer will consider your point and then make the final decision.

Journalist

•  Collect information about the candidates/topics by interviewing the candidates or 
researching the topics on the ballot.

• Share your unbiased information with your group. For example:

 » Host an all-candidates’ debate

 » Write an article about the candidates/topics

• Help the election officials announce the results to the group. For example:

 » Make posters about the winner.

 » Write an article about the election and the results.



BALLOTS FOR ACTIVITY 1: MOCK ELECTION
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TALLY SHEET FOR ACTIVITY 1: MOCK ELECTION

The Voting Officer and Voting Clerk will use the Tally Sheet to count the votes. 

Instructions:

1. Write each candidates’ name in the box labeled “candidate” at the top of the column.

2.  When the Voting Officer unfolds each ballot and calls out the name of the candidate that was 
chosen on the ballot, the Voting Clerk marks an  ‘x’ or checkmark in a square under the name of the 
candidate who received the vote. 

CANDIDATE: CANDIDATE: CANDIDATE: CANDIDATE:

1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5 1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 11 12 13 14 15 11 12 13 14 15 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 16 17 18 19 20 16 17 18 19 20 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 21 22 23 24 25 21 22 23 24 25 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30

TOTAL: TOTAL: TOTAL: TOTAL:
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STATEMENT OF VOTES FOR ACTIVITY 1: MOCK ELECTION

The Voting Officer and Voting Clerk fill in the Statement of Votes after they have counted the ballots. Write 
in the candidates’ names in the left column and the number of votes they received beside their name in the 
right column.

CANDIDATE NUMBER OF VOTES

The candidate with the most votes is:                                                                                                                                             

Check your numbers:

1. Valid ballots:  _____________  (A ballot in the ballot box that is counted.)

2. Rejected ballots: _____________ (A ballot in the ballot box that is blank or unclear. It is not counted.)

3. Spoiled ballots: _____________ (A ballot that is improperly marked but is exchanged for a new one.  

                                                                                             It is not counted.)

4. Unused ballots: _____________ (A ballot that was printed but not used in the election.)

• The total votes cast (total number of valid ballots + number of rejected ballots) should equal the number of voters in the group.

• The total of the four numbers above should equal the number of ballots printed for the election.
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HISTORICAL EVENTS CARDS FOR ACTIVITY 2: 

HISTORICAL EVENT

The first provincial general election in British Columbia is held

Chinese Canadians and First Nations are not allowed to vote

School teachers employed by the provincial government are not allowed to vote

People living in a Provincial Home for the elderly or infirm are not allowed to vote

Japanese Canadians are not allowed to vote

South Asian Canadians are not allowed to vote

The Woman’s Suffrage Referendum is held, which asks voters if they are in favour of women being allowed to vote

Women are allowed to vote

Doukhobors, Mennonites and Hutterites are not allowed to vote

Members of prohibited groups that served in World War I or World War II are allowed to vote, if they meet the other 
qualifications
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HISTORICAL EVENTS CARDS FOR ACTIVITY 2: 

DATE

1871:  To qualify to vote, an individual had to be a male British subject, 21 years or older and meet certain property and 
residence requirements

1872: Legislation is passed that says Chinese Canadians and First Nations are not allowed to vote

1878: School teachers were not allowed to vote from 1878 to 1883

1892: People living in a Provincial Home were not allowed to vote from 1892 until 1939

1895: Japanese Canadians were not allowed to vote from 1895 to 1949

1907: South Asian Canadians were not allowed to vote from 1907 to 1947

1916: Male voters – the only people eligible in 1916 – voted 70% in favour of giving B.C. women the right to vote

1917:  Although women received the right to vote, women of certain ethnic groups were still not allowed to 
vote for decades

1931: Doukhobors, Mennonites and Hutterites were not allowed to vote from 1931 to 1952

1945:  Members of prohibited groups that served in World War I or World War II were allowed to vote if they met the other 
qualifications, such as the age requirement
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HISTORICAL EVENT

Canadian citizenship is recognized as a requirement to vote

The voting age is changed from 21 to 19

People in mental health institutions by court authority are prohibited from voting

The voting age is changed from 19 to 18

People in prison are allowed to vote no matter the length of their sentence

16 and 17-year-olds can join the List of Future Voters so they will be ready to vote when they turn 18

HISTORICAL EVENTS CARDS FOR ACTIVITY 2: 
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DATE

1947: The citizenship requirement still exists today

1952: The voting age was 19 for a few decades then it was lowered to 18

1985: People in mental health institutions were not allowed to vote from 1985 until 1995

1992: Currently, the age requirement to vote is 18 years old

2003: Since 2003, eligible voters in prison have been allowed to vote. Elections BC employees visit correctional facilities 
across the province in order to conduct voting.

2019: Individuals on the List of Future Voters are added to the Provincial Voters List when they turn 18. This means they 
will receive information about when and where to vote when an election is called.

HISTORICAL EVENTS CARDS FOR ACTIVITY 2: 
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