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On November 30, 2017 the Election Amendment 
Act, 2017 (Bill 3) received Royal Assent. This 
bill made several significant changes to the 
electoral financing provisions of the Election 
Act. Elections BC is updating forms, guides and 
other resources to reflect the changes which are 
summarized in this newsletter.

Contribution Restrictions and Limits
As of November 30, 2017 only eligible individuals 
can make political contributions. An eligible 
individual is someone who is:

 �  a resident of BC, and

 �  a Canadian citizen or permanent resident.

All organizations (e.g. corporations or unions) 
and individuals who do not meet the eligibility 
requirements are now prohibited from making 
political contributions to political parties, 
constituency associations, candidates, nomination 
contestants and leadership contestants.

Furthermore, starting January 1, 2018, an eligible 
individual may only donate $1,200 per year to 
any one political party, including any constituency 
associations, candidates or nomination contestants 
of that party.

For example, if an eligible individual donates 
$1,200 to a political party, they cannot make 
additional contributions to the party, or to 
any of that party’s constituency associations, 
candidates or nomination contestants. Similarly, 
if an eligible individual makes three separate 
political contributions of $400 to three candidates 
representing the same party, the individual is 
prohibited from making additional donations to any 
political entities representing that party.

This includes political contributions accepted in 
relation to fundraising functions and through wills 
or estates (testamentary instruments). However, 
it does not include political contributions of $350 
or less paid to attend a leadership convention or 
annual convention of a political party.
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As part of the transition rules, only political 
contributions with a total value of $1,200 or less 
received from eligible individuals can be used for 
election expenses or specified communications, 
which include partisan advertising conducted 
outside a campaign period, canvassing voters and 
mailing advertising material.

Therefore, political contributions received before 
November 30, 2017 from an organization or 
an individual who is not eligible cannot be 
used towards election expenses or specified 
communications. Likewise, if you received political 
contributions in 2017 or earlier from an eligible 
individual of more than $1,200, only $1,200 of those 
contributions can be used for election expenses or 
specified communications.

NOTE: Both the $1,200 political contribution limit 
and the $350 for contributions not subject to the 
limit will be adjusted annually to reflect changes in 
the Consumer Price Index (CPI), starting January 
1, 2019.

Changes to Contribution Reporting
All financial reports filed after November 30, 2017 
must disclose political contributions received 
from a contributor who donated more than $250, 
including:

1.  the full name of the contributor,
2.  the date each contribution was received,
3.  the value of each contribution,
4.  the full residential address of the contributor,
5.  if the contribution was a ticket more than 

$250 to a fundraising function, the date of the 
function,

6. if the contribution is greater than $250 and 
is in relation to goods or services donated or 
purchased at a fundraising function, the date 
of the function,

7.  if the contribution was made to attend a 
leadership or annual convention of a political 
party, the date of the convention.

Items 4 - 7 in the list above are new requirements.

Elections BC will obscure contributor addresses 
from public inspection.
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Permissible Loans
Political parties, constituency associations, 
candidates and contestants may only receive loans 
or guarantees from a savings institution, and they 
must be provided with non-preferential treatment. 
This means that the interest charged on loans and 
guarantees must be equal to or above the prime 
interest rate.

Any loans that don’t meet this requirement and 
were received prior to November 30, 2017,  must 
be satisfied within one year.

If you are unable to repay a non-permissible 
loan by November 30, 2018, you must submit 
a plan to Elections BC for repayment of the 
loan to the lender. There are serious penalties 
for not complying with the permissible loans 
transition rules. If you have a loan that may be 
non-permissible contact Elections BC as soon as 
possible.

Specified Fundraising Functions
A specified fundraising function is any event that:

 �  is held to raise funds for a major political 
party, or a political entity representing a 
major political party, including a candidate, 
leadership contestant or constituency 
association, and

 �  is attended by the political party leader, a 
parliamentary secretary or a member of the 
Executive Council.

A major political party is one that has a 
representative on the Election Advisory Committee 
established by section 14 of the Election Act. 
Currently there are three major political parties 
(BC NDP, BC Liberal Party and BC Green Party).

For all specified fundraising functions announced 
after September 19, 2017, information must 
be submitted to Elections BC on the Specified 
Fundraising Function form (Spec-FF):

 �  no later than seven days before the event, and

 �  updated and re-submitted within 60 days after 
the event.

Information about all specified fundraising 
functions will be published on Elections BC’s 
website, and must also be included as part of all 
applicable financial reports.

If you have a specified fundraising function that 
needs to be reported, please contact Elections BC 
as soon as possible and we will help you submit 
the required information.
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Other Fundraising Function 
Changes
Effective November 30, 2017, only eligible 
individuals can buy a ticket to attend a fundraising 
function. The ticket charge is a political 
contribution if:

 �  the charge per person is more than $50, or

 �  an eligible individual purchases more than one 
ticket to the function (even if the combined 
total is $50 or less).

Election Expenses Limits and 
Reimbursements
For future elections, the base election expenses 
limits for candidates and political parties have 
been reduced.

For candidates, the base limit for election expenses 
in a by-election or general election is now $58,000.

For political parties, the base election expenses 
limit for a by-election is now $58,000. For a general 
election, the limit is now calculated as $1.16 per 
registered voter.

For all elections held after January 1, 2018, these 
amounts will be adjusted for changes to CPI at the 
start of the campaign period.

If a candidate receives 10% of valid votes in 
an election, the candidate qualifies to receive 
a reimbursement of up to 50% of their eligible 
election expenses. Parties that receive 5% of 
valid votes in a general election or 10% in a 
by-election are also eligible for reimbursement. 
This reimbursement will be paid in two installments:

 � 50% after the claim is submitted with the 
election financing report with supporting 
receipts and documentation, and

 �  50% upon completion of Elections BC’s review 
of the report and claim.

Other Changes and Important 
Information
Provincial General Elections  
are moving to the Fall
The Constitution Amendment Act, 
2017 (Bill 5) received Royal Assent 
on November 2, 2017. Under this 
Bill, fixed-date general elections 
have been moved to the third Saturday in October. 
General Voting Day for the next fixed date general 
election will be Saturday, October 16, 2021.

Current Contact Information:
Remember to keep your contact information 
current with Elections BC so that you receive 
important updates. Call 1-800-661-8683 or email 
electoral.finance@elections.bc.ca to update your 
information.

CONTACT
Provincial Electoral Finance

Phone: 1-800-661-8683 (toll-free)  

Email: electoral.finance@elections.bc.ca
Website: elections.bc.ca
Fax: 250-387-3578

Toll-free Fax: 1-866-466-0665

Mailing Address: PO Box 9275 Stn Prov Govt Victoria, BC V8W 9J6

Elections BC is the independent, non-partisan Office of the Legislature responsible for administering electoral processes in British Columbia under the Election Act, Local Elections Campaign Financing Act, 
Recall and Initiative Act and Referendum Act.
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