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History of Local Third Party Advertising in B.C.

Summary

The Local Elections Campaign Financing Act regulates election advertising and non-election assent voting
advertising at the local level in B.C. It defines election advertising and non-election assent voting
advertising, requires advertising sponsors to register with Elections BC and sets contribution source
restrictions and reporting requirements for advertising sponsors. It also sets spending limits for third party
sponsors, but there are no spending limits for non-election assent voting advertising sponsors.

Local History

May 2014 - The Local Elections Campaign Financing Act passes. Taking into account the Union of BC
Municipalities’ Local Elections Task Force report and B.C. Ministry of Community, Sport and Cultural
Development white paper recommendations, it establishes similar campaign financing and advertising
rules for local elections as for provincial elections and provides Elections BC with a mandate to
administer them.

November 2014 - The 2014 General Local Elections are the first general local elections with third party
advertising rules in effect. Reporting on third party advertising sponsors is included in the Chief
Electoral Officer's report.

May 2016 — The Local Elections Campaign Financing (Election Expenses) Amendment Act, 2016
comes into force, establishing advertising limits for local elections third party advertising sponsors.

November 2017 — The Local Elections Campaign Financing Amendment Act, 2017 passes and
establishes sponsorship contribution source restrictions for local elections third party sponsors. Only
eligible individuals are able to make sponsorship contributions and organizations are no longer
permitted to contribute.

October 2018 — Following the 2018 General Local Elections, information on third party advertising
sponsors is included in the Chief Electoral Officer's report.

For more information, visit Elections BC’s website.
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http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/14018
https://www.ubcm.ca/assets/Resolutions~and~Policy/Policy/Governance/Elections_Task_Force_Report_FINAL.pdf
https://www.leg.bc.ca/content/CommitteeDocuments/40th-parliament/4th-session/leel/related-resources/RelatedInfo-LEEL-40-4-White-Paper-on-Local-Government-Elections-Reform-SEP-2013.pdf
https://elections.bc.ca/docs/rpt/2014-General-Local-Elections-Report.pdf
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/bills/billsprevious/5th40th:gov17-1
http://www.bclaws.ca/civix/document/id/lc/billsprevious/2nd41st:gov15-3
https://elections.bc.ca/docs/rpt/2018-General-Local-Elections-Report.pdf
https://elections.bc.ca/political-participants/local-elections-campaign-financing/local-advertising-sponsors/

